ORCHESTRA

'For what did he, who with his ten-tongued lute
Gave beasts and blocks an understanding ear,
Or rather into bestial minds and brutes
Shed and infused the beams of reason clear?
Doubtless for men that rude and savage weie
A civil form of dancing he devised,
Wherewith unto their gods they sacrificed.

* So did Musaeus,' so Arnphion did,

And Linus with his sweet enchanting song,
And he whose hand the earth of monsters rid
And had men's ears fast chained to his tongue,
And Theseus too, his wood-born slaves among,
Used dancing as the finest policy
To plant religion and society.

*And therefore, now, the Thracian Orpheus9 lyre

And Hercules himself are stellified,

And in high heaven, amidst the starry choir,

Dancing their parts5 continually do slide;

So, on the zodiac, Ganymede doth ride.

And so is Hebe with the Muses nine,

For pleasing Jove with dancing, made divine.

* Wherefore was Proteus said himself to change
Into a stream, a lion, and a tree,

And many other forms fantastic strange.
As in his fickle thought he wish'd to be,
But that he danced with such facility
As like a lion he could pace with pride,
Ply like a plant, and like a river slide?

* And how was Caeneus made at first a
And then a woman, then a man again,
But in a dance? which when he first began,
He the man's part in measure did sustain,
But when he changed into a second strain
He danced the woman's part another space.
And then returned unto his former place,

* Hence sprang the fable of Tiresias
That he the pleasure of both sexes tried,
For in a dance he man and woman was.

By often change of place, from side to side 3
But, for the woman easily did slide
And smoothly swim with cunning hidden ast,
He took more pleasure in a woman's part.